THE BASIC NEWS STORY FORMAT
Lead for the basic news story: Should be short, sweet and to the point. The lead 
draws the reader into the story. 
The nut ‘graph is the focus paragraph. It explains exactly what the story will be about. Sometimes, the lead and the nut ‘graph are combined. Sometimes, the nut ‘graph is written first, along with the body of the story, and then the lead is taken from those two elements. 
The body of the story gets into details of the lead and nut’graph.
The escape, or exit, gets the reader out of the story. It should not be a summary of 
the story. 
The basic news story is written upside down, using the inverted pyramid. The most important information is near the top of the story. There are two basic reasons for this. The first is historical: Editors who had copy printed out in column widths needed to know they could chop off a story and important information would still be present. A second reason is practical: Should the reader decide to leave a story mid-way through, e or she still has the most important information. 
The Reporting Triangle: ALL news stories should use this when reporting. The three sides are the observation side, the interview side and the research/documents side. A reporting scenario can begin with any one of the sides, and usually only one side will dominate the process, but all of the sides should be represented in a story. Journalism has been failing, for example, with ignoring the research/documents side. 
The basic questions for the basic news story: The who, what, where, why, when and how form the basic questions of the basic news story, or any news story, or any news story. 
Most od these questions will be answered in the lead and the nut ‘graph. The rest can be filled in, if they’re important to the story. 
Journalists may not like the basic story formula. However, for learning how to write in the journalism style, there is no other way. The formula, as repeated in class many times, is as follows: 
The Lead: The lead hooks the reader into the story. It can be a straight lead that tells the most important information right up front: 
Three people died Wednesday in a violent three-car accident along the northbound lanes I-64 near Morehead. 
That lead is short and to the point. A good nut ‘graph will focus on what the story is about: 
Kentucky State Police Trooper Wayne Andrews said an eastbound van carrying a family of four crossed the center median and stuck a pickup truck heading west. The driver of the van and the two people in the pickup truck were killed in the collision.
That lead and nut ‘graph combination fill in nearly every one of the five Ws and H. 
Normally, we would then follow up with a quote from the KSP trooper, or a witness: 
“This is one of the most violent accidents I’ve ever worked,” said Andrews. “Both vehicles were traveling at a high rate of speed when they collided. The debris is spread out over half a mile.” 
Now, put all three together: 
Three people died Wednesday in a violent three-car accident along the northbound lanes I-64 near Morehead. 
Kentucky State Police Trooper Wayne Andrews said an eastbound van carrying a family of four crossed the center median and stuck a pickup truck heading west. The driver of the van and the two people in the pickup truck were killed in the collision. 
“This is one of the most violent accidents I’ve ever worked,” said Andrews. “Both vehicles were traveling at a high rate of speed when they collided. The debris is spread out over half a mile.” 
That’s a basic news story. It can be expanded as more information comes to light, but any reader can read this and fully understand the most important issues of the story. 
From here we would write the body of the story, reporting more important information about the accident A witness quote to the accident would be good here. 
The escape should be something simple and end it. With an accident story, the ending is closes the story, but leaves an open-ended story: “State police continue to investigate.” 
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